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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, KS, VS 

SUBJECT: KOREAN DIPLOMATS DEPART SAIGON 
REF: BANGKOK 13158 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH POLCOUNS MAY 8, MOPA ASSISTANT 
MINISTER SAID LIVE OP EIGHT DIPLOMATS IN SAIGON HAD BEEN 
RELEASED. ACCORDING TO MOPA, THEY RETURNED SAPELY TO 
SEOUL MAY 9 ALTER HAVING BEEN PERMITTED TO LEAVE SAIGON 
MAY 7 BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES. THE THREE DIPLOMATS 
WHO HAD BEEN IN JAIL IN SAIGON STILL HAVE NOT BEEN RELEASED, 
AND THE ROKG DOES NOT PLAN TO MAKE ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
OP THE DEPARTURE OP THE LIVE DIPLOMATS IN ORDER NOT TO 

HARM THE DEPARTURE CHANCES OP THE REMAINING THREE. 

2. ACCORDING TO MOPA, 59 KOREAN NATIONALS REMAIN IN SAIGON, 
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INCLUDING THE THREE DIPLOMATS IN JAIL. EPPORTS TO SECURE THEIR 
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RELEASE ARE CONTINUING THROUGH THE RED CROSS AND THE ERENCH 
GOVERNMENT. MOFA OFEICIALS SAY THE ONLY REMAINING IMPEDIMENT TO 
THE DEPARTURE OE THE 56 NON-GOVERNMENTAL KOREANS IS TAX 
CLEARANCE AND SETTLEMENT OE CERTAIN PRIVATE DEBTS. MOFA IS HOPEFUL 
THAT REPORTS PROM SAIGON THAT BALANCE OP POREIGNERS IN SAIGON 
WILL BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE ON EITHER HO CHI MIN'S BIRTHDAY 
( MAY 19) OR WHEN UNIPIED GOVT. ESTABLISHED IN JUNE WILL PROVE 
TRUE. 
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